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EDUCATION

University of Virginia Expected 2026
Ph.D. in Education Policy

M.P.P. Public Policy 2023
Mercer University 2019

M.A.T. Secondary Education — STEM

Emory University 2018
B.S. Quantitative Science and B.A. Economics & Mathematics, Magna Cum Laude

Georgia Mathematics Teacher Certification (6-12) & Gifted Endorsement 2019

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

Schueler, B., Wang, J. & Nigro, L. (Conditionally Accepted). The Impact of School District Turnaround on
Postsecondary Outcomes: Evidence from Lawrence, Massachusetts. Educational Researcher. Also Annenberg
Institute Working Paper No. 25-1190.

Schueler, B., Nigro, L. & Wang, J. (2025). Can States Sustain and Replicate School District Improvement?
Evidence from Massachusetts on Multilevel Governance. American Educational Research Journal. Also Annenberg
Institute Working Paper No. 23-882.

SELECTED WORKS IN PROGRESS

Wang, J. Schueler, B., Soland, J. Capturing Higher-Order Thinking Skills At Scale: Validity Evidence Toward
Extant Item-Level Administrative Test Data as Indicators of Higher-Order Thinking Skills.

Wang, J. Unpacking Potential Higher-Order Thinking Inequality by Race and Class.

Wang, J. Does School Turnaround Policy Compromise Higher-Order Thinking Skills?

CONFERENCE PRESENTATIONS

“Capturing Higher-Order Thinking Skills at Scale”, Presenter with Beth Schueler and James (Scheduled) 2025
Soland, 4ssociation for Public Policy and Management, Seattle, WA.

"Does School Improvement Policy Compromise Higher-Order Thinking Skills?", Presenter, American 2025
Education Research Association, Denver, CO.

“Empowering Youth through Participatory Action Research for Democracy and Justice,” Co-Chair. American 2025
Education Research Association, Denver, CO.

“Capturing Higher-Order Thinking Skills”, Presenter, Association for Education Finance and Policy, 2025
Washington D.C.


http://www.johnwangphd.com/
https://edworkingpapers.com/ai25-1190
https://edworkingpapers.com/ai25-1190
https://edworkingpapers.com/ai23-882
https://edworkingpapers.com/ai23-882

“Validity Evidence Toward Extant Item-Level Administrative Test Data as Indicators of Higher-Order 2025
Thinking Skills”, Co-Presenter with Beth Schueler and James Soland, SUMI Mini-Conference, Washington,
D.C.

“The Associated Impacts of Debate Programming. Silicon Valley Urban Debate League” Presenter, VEST 2024
Research Partnership Student Conference, Charlottesville, VA.

“Trends in Students’ Higher-Order Thinking Skills by Race and Class” Presenter, American Education 2024
Research Association, Philadelphia, PA.

“School Funding Formula Woes—A Focus on Philadelphia School Funding Policies and Their 2024
Implementation,” Co-Chair, American Education Research Association, Philadelphia, PA.

“The Impact of School District Improvement on Postsecondary Outcomes: Evidence from Lawrence, 2024
Massachusetts.” Presenter, Association for Education Finance and Policy, Baltimore, MD.

“It's Not on the Test: Capturing Teachers' Full Effects.” Presenter, American Education Research Association, 2023
Chicago, IL.

“Can States Sustain and Replicate School District Turnaround? Evidence from Massachusetts.” Presenter, 2023
Association for Education Finance and Policy, Denver, CO.

“Introducing Data Science in Algebra 1.” Presenter, 6% Annual Georgia Mathematics Conference, Eaton, GA. 2020

“Anticipating and Addressing Mathematical Misconceptions.” Presenter, Sixth National Convening of 2020
Woodrow Wilson Teaching Fellows: Just | Excellence, Philadelphia, PA. (Cancelled due to Covid-19).

“Crossing boundaries, Changing Culture: One Story at a Time.” Panelist, Imagining America, Davis, CA. 2017

GRANTS

University of Virginia School of Education and Human Development Dean’s Research and Development Fund,
“Does School Turnaround Policy Compromise Higher-Order Thinking Skills?”” $1,000, Principal Investigator. 2025-
2026.

Walton, Gates, and Joyce Foundations administered by the Urban Institute (Student Upward Mobility Initiative),
“Do Critical Thinking Skills Predict Student Upward Mobility?”” $100,000, Project Director with Beth Schueler (PI)
and James Soland (Co-PI). 2024-2025.

University of Virginia Office of Diversity Equity and Inclusion, “Students of Education Engaged in Diversity
Scholarship (SEEDS) for Change Teach-Ins” ($1,500), Co-PI with Liz Nigro (PI), Allison Ward-Seidel (Co-PI),
Owen Silverman Andrews (Co-PI), and Dennis Williams (Co-PI).

SELECTED FELLOWSHIPS AND AWARDS

Bankard Fund for Political Economy Pre-Doctoral Fellowship ($18,900), University of Virginia 2025-2026
PhD Plus Professional Development Award ($1,862), University of Virginia 2025
IES Pre-Doctoral Fellowship—Virginia Education Sciences Training ($34,000/yr), University of Virginia 2021-2025
IES Pre-Doctoral Fellowship—Travel Funds ($2,000/yr), University of Virginia 2021-2025

Division L Graduate Student Representative ($1,000/yr), American Education Research Association 2023-2025



Division L Graduate Student Funding ($130), American Education Research Association 2024

Education Leadership, Foundations & Policy Student Travel Funds ($185), University of Virginia 2023
Just Education Policy ($200), University of Georgia 2022
Future Leader Initial NCTM Annual Meeting Attendance Award ($1,500), NCTM MET 2021
Love of Learning Award ($500), Phi Kappa Phi 2019
Outstanding MAT Student in Education (Selective, 1/98), Mercer University 2019
Woodrow Wilson Teaching Fellowship ($30,000), Institute for Citizens and Scholars 2018
D.V.S. Senior Honor Society (Highly Selective, 7/~2,500), Emory University 2017
Emory College Alumni Board Scholar (Highly Selective, 1/~1,500), Emory University 2016

RESEARCH PARTNER TECHNICAL REPORTS AND PRESENTATIONS

Wang, J. Report on Debate Centered Instruction Fellows and Coaches. Silicon Valley Urban Debate League. 2025

Wang, J. The Associated Impacts of Debate Programming. Silicon Valley Urban Debate League. 2024
Wang, J. Simulated Impact of Accounting for Teachers’ Non-Cognitive Skill Contributions in Teacher 2023
Evaluation. Denver Public Schools.

Schueler, B., Nigro, L., Wang, J. Can States Sustain and Replicate School District Improvement? 2023
Massachusetts Department of Elementary and Secondary Education.

Atteberry, A., Engel, M., Wang, J. LEAP Cut Scores: Identifying New Cut Scores in Response to SB 70. 2022
Denver Public Schools.

Wang, J. Georgia Student Health Survey Data Report. Center for Pan Asian Community Services. 2018
Wang, J. Sticker Shock Campaign Evaluation. Center for Pan Asian Community Services. 2017

MEDIA COVERAGE

Jonas, M. (2025). As Holyoke schools exit state oversight, new scrutiny for receivership law. CommonWealth
Beacon.

The Editorial Board. (2025). Decade of Holyoke receivership ends with mixed results. Boston Globe.

Jonas, M. (2024). State exit from Holyoke puts spotlight on mixed takeover record. CommonWealth Beacon.

RELEVANT RESEARCH EMPLOYMENT HISTORY

IES Pre-Doctoral Fellow, University of Virginia 2021-2025

e Examined the impacts of district takeover on medium-term outcomes and across contexts with Beth Schueler

e Evaluated the effects of a debate education program in Rwanda with Beth Schueler

e Simulated the impact of Colorado’s SB-070 on teacher evaluation with Allison Atteberry and Mimi Engel

e Led undergraduate assistants in collecting and coding Massachusetts assessment data with Beth Schueler

Policy and Evaluation Intern, Bellwether Education Partners, Inc. Summer 2024

e Conducted qualitative research to improve central offices’ staff and leader developmental processes
e Developed a flexible dashboard in R to communicate organizational KPIs to Bellwether’s C-Suite Leaders
e Evaluated clients’ ability to drive system-level educational changes through interviews and surveys

Research Assistant, University of Virginia Summer 2021

e Reviewed research literature on capturing college quality
e Cleaned National Student Clearinghouse data

RPO Strategic Planning & Risk Management Intern, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta Summer 2017

e Explored and forecasted factors impacting retail payment volumes
e Developed a Tableau dashboard that monitored significant changes to global, industry, and end-user factors


https://commonwealthbeacon.org/education/as-holyoke-schools-exit-state-oversight-new-scrutiny-for-receivership-law/
https://www.bostonglobe.com/2025/07/01/opinion/holyoke-schools-receivership/#:~:text=Test%20scores%20are%20still%20low%2C%20but%20graduation%20rates%20are%20up.&text=The%20Holyoke%20school%20district%20will,milestone%20%E2%80%94%20then%20return%20to%20work.
https://commonwealthbeacon.org/education/state-exit-from-holyoke-puts-spotlight-on-underwhelming-takeover-record/

GRADUATE COURSES IN STATISTICS AND METHODOLOGY

Research Methods and Data Analysis 11 Design and Analysis of Field Experiments
Causal Inference Advanced Topics in Impact Evaluation
Survey Design and Instrument Construction Educational Assessment in Context (Mercer)
Machine Learning and Data Mining Exploratory Text Analytics

ADDITIONAL WORKSHOP TRAINING

Large Language Models in Critical Research, Institute for Critical Quantitative, Computational, and Mixed — 2025
Methodologies

Measurement and Modeling of Systemic and Structural Racism, Institute for Critical Quantitative, 2025
Computational, and Mixed Methodologies

The Grant Landscape and Expectations for Successful Proposals, Institute for Critical Quantitative, 2025
Computational, and Mixed Methodologies

Critical Theories To Analyze Large-Scale Datasets, American Education Research Association 2025
Teaching Effectively with ChatGPT, University of Virginia 2025
Al for Social Scientists, University of Virginia 2025
Engaging Op-Eds as Graduate Student Researchers, American Education Research Association, Division L 2024
Cognitive Diagnosis Modeling: A General Framework Approach and Its Implementation in R, American 2024
Education Research Association

Graphical Models for Causal Inference, University of Virginia 2024
Open Sciences, University of Virginia 2023
Improving the External Validity of Impact Studies Through Better Design, Analysis, and Reporting: A 2023
Workshop for Applied Education Researchers, University of Virginia

Science Policy Bootcamp, University of Virginia 2023
Emergent Computational Methods for Qualitative Educational Research, University of Virginia 2022
Data Visualization and Descriptive Research, University of Virginia 2022
Measurement and IRT, University of Virginia 2022
Policy Communication, University of Virginia 2021
Gifted Education Endorsement, Gwinnett County Public Schools 2019-2020
Economics Teacher Bootcamp, Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta 2017
TEACHING

Guest Lecturer for Research Seminar in Education Law and Policy / Capstone Project 2025, (Scheduled) 2026
(Graduate), University of Georgia

Workshop Instructor for Open Doors Program (Undergraduate), University of Virginia 2022, 2023
Tutor (K-16), C2 Education 2021
Mathematics Teacher (6-8), Gwinnett County Public Schools 2019-2020
Mathematics Teacher (9-12), Houston County Public Schools 2018-2019
STEM Summer Camp Instructor (6-72), Mercer University 2018, 2019
Residential Interdisciplinary Exploration and Scholarship Fellow (Undergraduate), Emory University ~ 2017-2018
Teaching Assistant (Undergraduate), Emory University 2017
MEMBERSHIPS

American Education Research Association, Association for Education Finance and Policy, and Association for
Public Policy and Management



SELECTED SERVICE

Proposal Reviewer, Critical Quantitative Methodologies SIG, American Education Research Association 2025
Graduate Student Representative, Division L, American Education Research Association 2023, 2024, 2025
Graduate Student Mentor/Organizer, Open Doors, University of Virginia 2022, 2023, 2024, 2025
Education Policy Associate Mentor, Education Policy Associates, University of Virginia 2022, 2023, 2024
Student Representative, VEST Steering Committee, University of Virginia 2023
Executive Committee Member, DEI Interdisciplinary Research Working Group, University of Virginia 2023
Student Representative, Committee on Curriculum, Assessment, and Educational Policy, Emory University 2018
Art Research Symposium Organizer, Emory Undergraduate Research, Emory University 2016

PAID CONSULTING

Silicon Valley Urban Debate League 2025



